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May 16, 2008

Doug Bosco, Chair
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairperson Bosco,

I am writing to convey my full support for the Big Sur Land Trost's Lower Carmel River
Floodplain Restoration project, and to encourage approval of their grant request.

In 1995 and 1998, the communities of Carmel and Big Sur were severely impacted by
floods. The Lower Carmel River Floodplain Restoration project will help to prevent the
impacts ofthese types of events by enhancing flood protection and mitigating public
safety issues associated with Highway 1 closures. The project will also aid restoration of
vital habitat and associated threatened species of the Carmel River, including federally
protected steelhead trout.

The Conservancy's grant will support important design and engineering work, which will
help complete the final restoration design for the entire floodplain of the Carmel River.
Conservancy funding will be complementedby federal funds already secured through the
US Environmental Protection Agency's West Coast Estuaries Initiative.

. During my time in the Assembly, the Big Sur Land Trust has regularly updated me on its
efforts, and I am confident this project will be a success. For these reasons, I fully
support their grant request~

Sincerely,

~lAu.d
JOHN LAIRD, Assemblymember
27th Distri ct '
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